
   

In 7th grade,  December will be dedicated to 

working on first person narratives and review 

for final exams.  

In 8th grade, students have been finishing 

their fiction narratives, just in time for final 

exams.  

Semester exam schedules will be determined 

in the upcoming weeks.  Students have two 

finals for this class due to having writing and 

grammar. 

Tutoring will be starting for students who are 

showing need based on classroom perfor-

mance.  This will be by invitation and will be 

held from 3:30-4:00 P.M. on Tuesdays.   

Writing and Grammar 

derful opportunity! More 

details to come later…… 

Seventh grade is beginning 

its unit on the Russian Revo-

lution. We will be tackling 

the backstory of the Roma-

novs, the rise of Lenin and 

the communist control of the 

Soviet Union. We will also be 

reading a play and enjoying a 

“Taste-bud Tour” of Russia 

(sampling delicious Russian 

treats & cuisine)!  

The Geography Bee prelimi-

The month of December will 

be a busy on in Middle 

School Social Studies! Eighth 

grade is beginning their unit 

on the U.S. Constitution. 

Along with the study of our 

nation’s foundational docu-

ment, we will be participat-

ing in a SERTOMA Essay 

Contest: “What Freedom 

Means to Me.” This contest, 

hosted by the Pikes Peak 

SERTOMA (Service to Man-

kind) Club has been a tradi-

tion for 4 years here at CSCA 

and gives out 8th graders an 

unique opportunity to com-

pete with other 8th grade 

students from Colorado 

Springs. Three finalists will 

be chosen from our school to 

be honored at a luncheon in 

February. From there, the 1st 

place winners from the 

city  will be honored at a ban-

quet—and have the oppor-

tunity to win a cash prize and 

national recognition! Please 

encourage your student to 

take advantage of this won-

Co lo rado  Spr i ngs  Char te r  Academy  

Social Studies 

Important Dates 

Student Council Winter 

Dance   

12/7/2018  

6:30- 9:00 p.m. Cafete-

ria 

 

2nd Quarter Ends  

12/21/2018  

 

NOON DISMISSAL 

Date: 12/21/2018  

 

Winter Break 

12/24/2018 -1/6/2019  

Volume 1, Issue 4 December 2018 

Middle School Newsletter 

naries have been held as 

well. Our 7th grade win-

ners are: Logan Darrah & 

Scott Coleman.  

Our 8th grade winners 

are: Maddy Lenahan & 

Devin Green. 

Please come to the school 

wide Geo Bee on Thurs-

day, January 10th 

@1:00pm in the CSCA 

Auditorium to cheer on 

our participants!  
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Math 

Advanced Math 

8th Grade 

For the month of December we 

will be learning about surface 

area and lateral surface area of 

a prism, volume of a prism, and 

solving multi-step equa-

tions.  Additionally, we will fo-

cus on Standard 2 content- Pat-

terns, Functions, and Algebraic 

Structures.  This will include an 

in-depth look at how can use a 

table, equation, or graph to rep-

resent the same function, char-

acteristics of linear and propor-

tional functions, and using 

functions to represent real 

world examples.  Math tutoring 

is held Wednesdays from 3:30- 

4:00.   

 

7th Grade 

For the month of December we 

will be learning about unit mul-

tipliers and conversions, powers 

of 10 and exponent rules, and 

scientific notation for large and 

small numbers.  Additionally, we 

will focus on Standard 2 content

- Patterns, Functions, and Alge-

braic Structures.  This will in-

clude an in-depth look at how 

can use variables to represent 

quantities in a real world or 

mathematical problems, and 

construct simple equations and 

inequalities to solve prob-

lems.  Math tutoring is held 

Wednesdays from 3:30- 4:00.   

7th Grade Advanced Math – 

Pre-algebra 

To finish out our first semes-

ter, we will continue working 

on concepts in Pre-Algebra, 

including slope-intercept 

equation of a line, solving 

percent problems with equa-

tions, sequences, and experi-

mental probability.   We will 

also explore a little more 

Geometry, looking at area of 

a parallelogram.  Our semes-

ter exam will be before Win-

ter Break.  The date is still to 

be determined.  I will post 

the date on my calendar on 

the CSCA website ASAP.  It 

will be a cumulative test, as 

are all of our other tests, 

covering lessons 1-55.  We 

will spend several days re-

viewing for the exam.  We 

will finish out our semester 

working on a math project 

involving planning for a road 

trip, using ratios and pro-

portions.  Please encourage 

your student to ask ques-

tions in class, if he/she does 

not understand a concept!  If 

your student would like to 

get some extra help, I am 

setting aside Wednesday 

afternoons for tutoring from 

3:30 – 4:00 p.m.   

8th Grade Advanced Math - 

Algebra    

To finish out our first semes-

ter, we will continue our 

Algebra I course by explor-

ing the following topics:  Box

-and-Whisker plots, solving 

systems of linear equations, 

direct variation, multiplying 

polynomials, and finding 

products of binomials.  Our 

semester exam will be before 

Winter Break.  The date is 

still to be determined.  I will 

post the date on my calendar 

on the CSCA website ASAP.  

It will be a cumulative test, 

as are all of our other tests, 

covering lessons 1-60.  We 

will spend several days re-

viewing for the exam.  Please 

encourage your student to 

 

ask questions in class, if he/

she does not understand a 

concept!  If your student 

would like to get some extra 

help, I am setting aside 

Wednesday afternoons for 

tutoring from 3:30 – 4:00 

p.m.   
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Literature 

Science 

Happy Holidays everyone! This 

month in 7th grade Literature 

we will be finishing our reading 

of Tom Sawyer. We will continue 

to develop our understanding of 

the different elements of fiction, 

and we will also be taking a look 

at satire as a literary genre for 

this unit. Our vocabulary expec-

tations will remain consistent as 

we have more weekly vocabulary 

lists. 

In 8th grade literature we will be 

reading The Good Earth by Pearl 

Buck. Students will use their 

knowledge of Chinese history 

from Social Studies to build their 

understanding of the novel. We 

will also be examining thematic 

development and character de-

velopment through our reading 

of the novel. Our vocabulary 

expectations will remain con-

sistent as we have more weekly 

vocabulary lists. 

To the CSCA Community,  

Thanks for reading! What a 

fast month it was between 

finishing and starting units, 

conducting laboratory exer-

cises and jumping into Sci-

ence Fair planning. The 

CSCA Science Fair is Febru-

ary 22nd, 2019.  While it 

may seem like a long way off, 

we still need to finalize and 

approve research plans and 

complete risk assessment 

paperwork before we can 

even begin experimentation. 

Once approved, we hope to 

have experiments complete 

and data gathered by Janu-

ary 14th, leaving time for 

analysis, report writing and 

board creation. We will com-

plete most tasks in-class, but 

students will likely need to 

complete experiments out-

side of class. Thank you in 

advance for reading and 

signing all safety and partici-

pation information consent 

forms. Please feel free to 

contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns.  

7th Grade 

As we work toward mastery, 

students revisit topics of 

matter and elements as we 

investigated chemical reac-

tions and now cells. We will 

continue our exciting explo-

ration of cells and cell divi-

sion throughout December, 

getting into the lab to prac-

tice our microscopy skills. 

 

 

8th Grade 

We certainly sunk a lot of 

student-created clay and 

aluminum ‘boats’ this month 

while learning about density 

and buoyancy. We intro-

duced work and power, and 

have begun to explore types 

of energy. We will continue 

investigating energy trans-

formations before beginning 

electricity and magnetism. 
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Middle School Teachers 

Jeff Bloodworth 

Grammar/Writing 

jbloodworth@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 305 

 

Laura Flax 

Math 

lflax@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 304 

 

Kali Moon 

Science 

kmoon@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 310 

 

Kristen Ross 

Social Studies 

kross@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 303 

 

Cindy Welsch  

Advanced Math 

cwelsch@cscharter.org  

636-2722 ext. 309 

 

Kyle Wilson 

Literature/Spelling 

kwilson@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 302 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HOLIDAY PARTY 

DECEMBER 21, 2018, 10:45-NOON DISMISSAL  

IN THE SCIENCE LAB 

Please bring an item related to your last name: 

A-F Dessert/Fruit 
G-N Main Dish (meat dishes, veggies, cheese & crackers, etc.) 

0-U Drinks   **NO 2 liter bottles please 

V-Z Paper products (napkins, plates, & plastic ware) 

 
Please email Mrs. Klein at dklein@cscharter.org on what you plan to bring.  
 
Please don’t bring anything that contains nuts as we have students that have nut 
allergies. 
 

We will need some parents to help with set up and clean up, please  
let us know if you can help in this area as this does count towards your volunteer 

hours for the school.   

 

2577 N. Chelton Road 

Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Phone:719) 636-2722  

Fax: (719) 636-2726 

We kindle enthusiasm to craft 

bold and effective citizen-

scholars 

COLORADO SPRINGS CHARTER 

ACADEMY 
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